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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

What surreal times that we now live in.  Who, just a few 
short months ago, despite a deadly disease in a small 
part of far-away China, would have imagined that we 
would find ourselves engulfed by that self-same disease 
in a global pandemic, taking the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of people across the world. 

Our thoughts and our prayers go out to everyone who 
has in any way been affected by the Coronavirus and 
especially to those who have lost their lives from this 
dreadful disease. 

People keep saying, “when will we return to normal?” 
but personally, I don’t think we will ever get back to the 
old normal and I think many things will have changed by 
the time we see the end of the major part of this 
pandemic.   

I hope that all of you are staying safe and staying at 
home as much as you can and that social distancing has 
become the norm for you.  It is clear that the vast 
majority are indeed heeding the important advice being 
handed down by the Government and our Health 
Authorities, but as usual there is a tiny minority of people 
of all ages, who think the guidance is not for them.  If you 
witness such blatant disregard for people’s own safety 
and more importantly, affecting the safety of others, 
then please do not hesitate to report this to the Police 
either on 101 or online via the Hampshire Constabulary 
web site at https://www.hampshire.police.uk - using the 
‘Tell Us About’ option. 

On the Bank Holiday Friday 8th May this year, we should 
have been enjoying the 75th Anniversary of VE Day in 
New Milton, with one of, if not the biggest event that 
New Milton would have ever seen at our Town’s ‘VE75 
Party on the Clifftop’.  Sadly for obvious reasons, this 
event has had to be postponed; however your 
Association hopes that we will not forget that important 
date in our country’s history and that, just as you have 
been ‘Clapping for our Carers’ in huge numbers, many of 
you will organise ‘Socially Distanced Street Parties’  and 
commemorate on the 8th May.   
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held on Saturday 15th August.   

There still has to be very considerable doubts about 
even this revised date for such a large gathering and just 
in case, plans are already in place to move both the VE75 
and VJ events planned for this year, to Saturday 5th June 
2021.  There is some relevance to this proposed date as 
the 8th June would be the 75th Anniversary of ‘Victory 
Day’ - the official Government Victory Commemoration 
held in 1946. 

So watch the pages of FOCUS and www.newmilton.net 
in the months ahead about these plans. 

Many of you will know of my predecessor, Phyllis Inglis 
who was Editor of FOCUS for 25 years, and will no doubt 
be pleased to learn that she is well on the way to making 
a full recovery from a recent mishap. Quoting from her 
recent remarks as Editor of the New Milton Community 
Centre’s monthly newsletter, Phyllis commented 

 “Diagnosed initially with a bronchial infection in late 
March, had a bad fall at home, taken into Lymington 
Hospital, tested positive for the virus. Altogether a    
nightmarish situation which I don’t think I will forget in a 
hurry. However, home now to my own comfortable bed 
but rather fragile, so having carers to look after me and 
sitting at the computer for very short spells at a time. I 
can now actually taste my food again, so things can only 
get better, I tell myself! 
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Of course, when you hold your party is entirely up to 
you and your neighbours, but at 3:00 p.m. we hope 
that via Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
NewMiltonResidentsAssociation and other media such 
as www.newmilton.net, we can have the live              
ceremonial renditions of Battle’s O’er by John Adams 
and The Last Post by Rob Mangles that would have 
been played at the Clifftop Party. 

We are also encouraging all those taking part to        
undertake the ‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW2’ 
at 3:05 p.m. on the 8th May, from the safety of their 
own home by standing up and raising a glass of         
refreshment of their choice and undertake the          
following Toast – “To those who gave so much, we 
thank you,” using this unique opportunity to pay     
tribute to the many millions at home and abroad that 
gave so much to ensure we all enjoy and share the 
freedom we have today - despite our current             
circumstances. 

Your Association was to host the ‘VE75 Party on the 
Clifftop’ which was being sponsored by NMS (New    
Milton Sand & Ballast), New Milton Town Council, New 
Forest District and Hampshire County Councillors.   

Very provisionally, due to the current uncertainties,  
the ‘VE75 Party on the Clifftop’ has only been          
postponed and may be merged with our Town’s VJ75 
commemorations  which  were  already planned to be 
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NMRA has been pleased to financially support the efforts 
of local resident Michael Angus, who is making hundreds 
of face shields for use by organisations who have so far 
been unable to obtain them through other channels, and 
already a large number have been taken up by local care 
homes and other medical facilities. 

No decision has yet been taken on whether the General 
Meeting scheduled for Tuesday 7th July. will go ahead.  
More details will be announced in the next issue of     
FOCUS. 

Likewise, the decisions on the rest of the Association’s 
calendar have been put on hold, until the plans for the 
rest of  the year  become  clearer, as the Government 
announce  their  intentions  as  regards loosening the 
current lockdown situation.   

Your Association has supported the formation and 
growth of The New Milton Covid Support Group  -   a 
community initiative put together by local resident,  
Hannah Awesome.  Together with a number of others 
who joined her initiative, they recognised that everyone 
is at risk of being affected by this pandemic, but that a      
pandemic doesn’t hit everyone equally. That’s why they 
are concerned to ensure there is sufficient support for 
the most vulnerable, including the elderly and those with  
pre-existing health conditions, during the outbreak.   
Learn more about The New Milton Covid Support Group 
on Page 20. 

We have been advised by a number of our Advertisers in 
FOCUS, that they are still operating and are available 
mainly for emergencies or urgent repairs.  You can find 
the current list on Page 6. 

As you will appreciate, with little happening at present in 
New Milton, our ‘News from the Community’ is almost 
non-existent, so I am very grateful to quite a few people 
for the contributions, which enables us to put together a 
meaningful monthly magazine.  My thanks go to them! 

Please look after yourselves, stay at home and stay safe! 

FROM YOUR ASSOCIATION 

Membership and Focus Matters:  

Thank you to all our regular volunteer distributors and to 
those few, who had agreed to cover for some of them, 
to deliver the April issue, but due to the lockdown their 
services could not be called on. 

I have been able to "work from home" and have been 
processing all the membership payments that have been 
collected  by  the  distributors  before  the  lockdown 
started. But it does mean that they have been unable to 
return to those members who they did not find in when 
they visited. If this might refer to you, please send a 
cheque, payable to New Milton Residents' Association 
for £6.00 to me and don't forget to include your address. 
Also, our Treasurer (Harry) has been able to pass on to 
me the  details of  payments received direct into NMRA's  

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Like every other  organisation across the country, your 
Association  has had  to  adapt  to the new ways of 
working during this Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. 

Through the wonders of modern technology, we are 
making FOCUS available to almost 50% of our members 
online and we will continue with this until such time as 
it is possible to distribute the paper copies using our 
volunteer Distributors once again. We cannot yet      
indicate when that might be. 

Last week, we used that same modern technology to 
hold our first ‘virtual’ Committee Meeting, which was 
attended by most of the Committee operating from 
their own homes.  

After getting used to the etiquette of holding online 
meetings, we soon got into the swing and were able to 
continue with our business as if we were all sitting at 
the Community Centre.  We will continue using this 
Zoom Meeting Software until such time as we are all 
once again able to meet face to face. 

We were pleased to welcome three new Committee 
Members  to  our  Committee,  Graham Jackson, John 
Adams and Roger Moore.  We expect to be joined by a 
further member, Annette Hunter who joined us at the 
AGM, but was unable to be online with us last week. 

Work is being done during this period, when perhaps 
we have more time on our hands than usual, to bring 
together two websites - our Association 
www.nmra.org.uk and the www.newmilton.net into a 
single site - to provide a more comprehensive one-stop 
community website for New Milton, sponsored by your 
Association. 

Understandably, Planning has taken a slightly back seat 
during these difficult times. However,  it was noted that 
on behalf of the Association, a strong objection has 
been  put  before  the NFDC Planning Committee to a 
Development of up to  21 dwellings to be built on green 
belt land at Hare Lane.  Our objection was based largely 
on  the  development being out-of-keeping with the 
surrounding  area  and  the  additional dwellings will 
create  additional  traffic  on  what  is  already a very 
narrow  and  dangerous  highway.   There  were  no  
exceptions put forward which would merit the use of 
Green Belt land on the outskirts of New Milton. 
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Local Heroes: 

One of your Association’s Committee Members, Graham 
Jackson, has suggested that we should include a ‘Local 
Heroes’ listing in each monthly issue of FOCUS during 
lockdown, where you can all nominate an organisation, 
business or individual who you feel is worthy of special 
mention at this difficult time.  Rather than a simple list, 
we would like to invite you to add a one or two sentence 
citation as to why they should be mentioned. 

Graham himself has submitted the first nomination and 
citation :- 

We now invite you all to submit your own nominations 
and a brief one or two sentence citation, which we can 
print in forthcoming issues of FOCUS.  At the risk of 
being inundated when so many are out there helping our 
community during these difficult times - please send 
your nominations for an Individual, Organisation or 
Business who you feel deserves the title ‘Local Heroes’ 
by email to chairman@nmra.org.uk. 

Look out for this listing in the June issue of FOCUS 
onwards. 

NEWS FROM YOUR TOWN COUNCIL 

The Town Council refocuses efforts in response to the 
Coronavirus crisis: 

Since the Coronavirus crisis forced the Town Hall to close 
its doors on 19 March 2020, New Milton Town Council 
has been quick to respond to the Coronavirus crisis. 
Office staff are now working from home, with the phone 
line diverted; and the Estates team are taking health and 
safety precautions, including safe-distancing and 
sanitisation. 

The Town Council is a firm supporter of the community-
led New Milton Covid Support Group, organising and 
funding the printing and distribution of a leaflet drop to 
half the households in the Parish, with the Group’s 
volunteers distributing to the other half. (The Support 
Group have set up a helpline, website and team of 
volunteers for local residents needing help – particularly 
those without access to the internet.) See Page 20. 

The Town Council is now exploring the feasibility of 
setting up as a financial broker – to enable food 
deliveries to those unable to access online food ordering 
– whilst precluding the need for volunteers to handle 
cash on the doorstep. This presents some logistical 
challenges but, with the support of the New Milton 
Covid Support Group, the Town Council is committed to 

 bank account by members instructing their bank to 
make a Standing Order payment. NMRA is not able to 
take money from your account, so you either have to 
instruct your bank directly or you had to complete and 
sign the change Standing Order form, which then got 
passed to your bank. 

Luckily, most payments have been processed correctly, 
but there has been some that have not. When FOCUS 
deliveries resume, those affected, will receive letters to 
enable things to be put right. Such problems are; no 
Standing Order received; but only £3.00; received both 
one for £3.00 and also another for £6.00. Please check 
your bank statement and if you are one of those with a 
problem, please be in contact or wait for your letter, 
when paper copies of FOCUS are distributed. 

When FOCUS distribution re-starts, there will still be a 
need for volunteers to deliver FOCUS, either as a 
regular or just to cover when needed. Please let me 
know if you have any questions and can help, thanks. 
Nigel King, 01425 620895 or  
membership@nmra.org.uk 

Community in Action (CiA): 

The CiA Group was able to hold their last group meeting 
on the 11th March when we agreed a number of events, 
which we will revisit once we know when we are able to 
resume normal activities. 

• Table Top Sales 

• The Community August Tea 

• Race Night 

• The Excursion Programme. 

At that meeting, we also confirmed a donation to be 
made from CiA funds to Scarf New Forest. 

Scarf (Supporting Special Children and their Relatives 
and Friends) is a charity based in the New Forest,  which 
organises regular term-time clubs as well as holiday 
activities for children with special needs and their 
families.  Children/young people are aged 0-25 years 
and have a range of disabilities and special needs, such 
as Down's Syndrome, autism and cerebral palsy. 

Local Outlets for Groceries/Meals etc: 

You can find a listing of local outlets supplying 
Groceries, Ready-Made meals and other Services by 
visiting the Home Page of www.newmilton.net and via 
the Button - Home Delivery/Collection Services. 

FOCUS Advertisers currently operating: 

The following Advertisers have indicated to us that they 
continue to be available for emergencies or urgent 
repairs as follows :- 

• Martin House Plumbing - 01590 766602 

• New Milton Gas Services—01425 618408 

• PDF Gas and Mechanical Services - 01425 611669 

• RJW Carpentry - 01425 627337 
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Day Lewis at Milton Green : To all the staff who work 
tirelessly to fulfil prescriptions and medical supplies 
for  local  people.   Thank you  for  your  patience, 
dedication,  flexibility  and  reliability in the face of a 
near impossible challenge. 

https://www.newmiltoncovidsupport.co.uk/
http://www.newmilton.net




 doing whatever it can to support local residents at this 
critical time. 
Council meetings are now carried out online by video 
conference, the first such meeting being a Planning 
Meeting  held on 9 April. This was followed by an 
Amenities Meeting on 14 April. Anyone wishing to join 
the public meetings, as published on the New Milton 
Town Council website, including the Town Council 
meeting scheduled for 11 May, should contact the 
Town Council for advice on login access. 

• The Estates team are carrying out essential and 
Health & Safety related work at our facilities and 
open spaces, as required to ensure they remain 
safe, and for the long-term protection of these 
public assets. 

• Public access is now restricted to Town Council 
owned and managed sports grounds, car parks, 
play parks, adult gym equipment and allotments 
(allotment holders being limited to an hour a day 
with self-distancing and hygiene measures). 

• The Neighbourhood Plan Referendum has been 
deferred  to  May  2021  at  the  earliest,  per  
recent Government directive. However, policies 
within the Plan are already a key consideration in 
planning decisions being made by New Forest 
District Council and the Town Council. 

• Britain in Bloom 2020 has been cancelled by the 
organisers and the Town Council subsequently 
withdrew from the South & South East in Bloom 
competition in order to concentrate on more 
urgent operational matters. 

• Public events managed by the Town Council, that 
were scheduled before the end of July, have 
been  cancelled,  including two Afternoons of 
Music scheduled for 7 June and 5 July plus a 
Youth  Festival planned for 11 July, all on the 
Recreation Ground. 

• The outdoor weekly Street Market in Station 
Road  south  continues  to  operate from the 
eastern pavement on Wednesdays, with only 
fresh  fruit,  vegetables  &  bread  being available, 
one of the exemptions granted by  Government. 

• An online Youth Night is being planned and 
youth workers will soon be accessible online. For 
further updates including dates and times, follow 
Youth  Voice  New  Milton  Facebook and        
Instagram. 

 The Town Mayor, Cllr Alvin Reid, commented: “We are 
here to help and support the community as we work 
together in this difficult situation. My personal view is 
that our residents should be confident that we are    
doing what needs to be done, for the benefit of the 
whole community.” 

For further information, contact the Council at : 01425 
619120 or info@newmiltontowncouncil.gov.uk 
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New Milton Youth News: 

New Milton Youth Trust to Protect Future Youth Centre 
New Milton Youth Trust, a new local charity for youth 
services, was incorporated by the Charity Commission on 
the 16th December 2019 as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (Registered Charity Number 1186952). The 
main objects of this new charity are as follows: 

 “The  objects  of  the  CIO  are  to  advance in life and 
address the needs of all people aged 0 to 25 years old 
resident  in New Milton and its surrounding areas via 
recreational,  leisure  and experiential learning activities 
provided in the interest of social welfare, designed to 
improve conditions of life while providing support and 
activities which help develop their skills, capacities and 
capabilities to enable them to participate in society as 
mature and responsible individuals” 

 It was necessary to form the charity after the town’s 
main youth building (Phoenix Centre) was re-purposed 
by Hampshire County Council, leaving no alternative but 
to seek a new facility. The need for a replacement Youth 
Centre has been clearly identified particularly with the 
impact  of  youth  budget  cuts  over recent years. To 
ensure  long-term  sustainability with the benefit of 
charitable status when seeking funding, New Milton 
Youth Trust was formed in order to run and manage 
such as an independent organisation. Any future building 

https://www.facebook.com/youthvoicenewmilton/
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will now belong to the trust, thereby securing a youth 
facility for the town. 

 The plan is for the recently appointed trustees to meet 
with  other  organisations providing youth services 
within the town. The Youth Trust recognises the need 
to appoint more trustees from the wider community, 
especially  younger  members  aged 18-25.  Also,      
engagement with the young people of New Milton will 
ensure the trust meets their needs, and that they can 
be involved in decisions about youth provision. 

 The Phoenix Centre was first opened by Sir Richard 
Branson in 1987 in honour of his grandfather who 
founded the first youth centre in the town. New Milton 
Youth Trust are hoping to secure appropriate land for a 
new youth building early in the summer of 2020, with 
financial support from local authorities towards this. As 
a charity developing various events/facilities around 
the town, the NMYT project brief is “to address the 
needs  and  improve the life of young people in New 
Milton generally, through the provision of activities for 
personal and social development” 

For further information about New Milton Youth Trust 
and its future aims and activities, please contact Silma 
Ramsaywack, Youth Services Manager on 01425 
619120, or contact New Milton Youth Trust at the 
Town Hall, 2 Ashley Road, New Milton Hampshire BH25 
6JB. Geoff Blunden : Chair of Trustees 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

The Arts Society New Milton 

Please note that the meetings scheduled for the 14th 
May and 11th June have both been cancelled. 

The planned visit on the 17th June to ‘Sculptures by the 
Lakes’ is postponed until the 23rd September. 

Tiptoe May Fayre 

In place of the cancelled Tiptoe Green and May Fayre, a 
local resident Nick Lodge has put together a short 
presentation in lieu of this year’s event. Visit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOEeCcDryM0 

The Christina Noble Children’s Foundation 

Although the UK and Mongolia are still in lockdown the 
work continues, albeit in a restricted form.  Mongolia 
went into lockdown before the UK, closing their       
borders to China, Russia and Kazakhstan and stopping 
all flights in from China, particularly Wuhan.  However, 
the first case was brought into the country by a French 
businessman who was told to isolate himself for two 
weeks upon arrival, but who did not do so.   Instead he 
went directly into UB to meet people.  Eventually once 
he developed symptoms, he was isolated in a hospital 
in the remote countryside and all his contacts traced - 
as far as possible.  He and another person have since 
recovered.  Until a few days ago there had only been 12 
confirmed cases and no deaths and the restrictions 

were starting to ease slightly, BUT today a further 13 
cases  have  been  registered  and so now all schools, 
universities, Kindergartens are going to remain in lock-
down until September. 

As you might expect, a lot of the very poor families have 
been  thrown  even  deeper  into poverty  and it was 
necessary  for  the  CNCF  Social  Workers  to  seek      
permission to bring food parcels to some of the poorest 
and most at risk families.  Our new Sponsorship Manager 
- Dr. Muugii, is also a medical doctor, so this has been a 
bonus as she was able to inspect the children - of course 
they  were  all  wearing  PPE  and   the  families were 
overjoyed  to  see them.  Five of these families had   
medical requirements and so they took medication to 
them too.  Each food parcel cost around £29.00 which 
contained just some necessities.  In one of the families of 
six children the mother was suffering from Stage Three 
Bowel Cancer and was desperate for her medication incl. 
Stoma bags - 3 weeks supply cost £10.00 and the father 
has some incurable condition whereby he has developed 
lumps all over his body and is in so much pain at times 
that he is unable to hold things and can no longer 
work.  The eldest son had got a place a university to 
study law,  but the family can no longer afford to        
support him and has had to relinquish it, in order to  
support the family by washing cars....What a                
sacrifice!!    Father is feeling devastated as the son   
wanted to study so much as he knew this would       
eventually help the family.  We have a sponsor for the  5
-year-old son which will be a help and his sponsor raised 
money to supply the family with food and medical       
assistance for the next two or three months.  In view of 
this crisis, Anne and I decided to take £600.00 from our 
funds to help towards providing  the  food  parcels  and  
medicine  for  these          families.  The team so far have 
only been able to go to the illegal mining town of 
Nalaikh on the very outskirts of UB, but we know of   
children living in the remote countryside who also need 
our help. 

Like all charities, our fundraising plans have now had to 
be ditched and we are thinking how we can raise funds 
during this crisis.  We are still selling our Marmalade and 
Plum Jam (by donation) and Anne is making beautiful 
bespoke  birthday/greeting  cards for all occasions to 
order.  The small cards cost £1.20 and the large cards 
£2.00 which  is  a  very  fair price  and  her  cards are 
lovely.  Anybody wishing to order the Marmalade or Jam 
can contact me on (01425) 613708 or by email jacquel-
inepreis@hotmail.com, or Anne on (01425) 626112 
(Mob 07732789974) annemason1958@gmail.com.    

Payment can be paid directly into our own CNCF Bank 
Account:  HSBC Account Name:  CNCF Barton :  Sort 
Code: 403425  A/c No. 61494244 or alternatively money 
left in a secure place for collection upon delivery.   

Finally, some of you might just remember the 14-year-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOEeCcDryM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOEeCcDryM0
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and David Mason would like any obsolete/unwanted 
computers/laptops which anybody might have lying 
around.  David has been extremely generous with his 
time and donating the proceeds from computer sales 
and parts to us.  I understand he is still giving computer 
support via telephone.  In addition to this, if anybody 
has a specific item which they might like to donate and 
which Anne could sell on e-bay, can they please let her 
know.  We are open to anything. I have just heard that 
27 boxes have arrived at the office today.  We have  
boxes here ready to go to London, but sadly, it looks like 
they are going to be here for some time yet. 

Best wishes to you all.  Keep well and keep safe. On   
behalf of the beautiful children and their families and 
the CNCF staff in Mongolia. THANK YOU.  I hope we will 
make it to Mongolia this year - that is the plan. 

Jackie Preis 

THE COLDITZ CONNECTION 

New Milton, a soldier awarded the Victoria Cross and 
Bar, and the Colditz connection 

Not many people know that in 1945 New Milton was, 
briefly, home to a soldier who was awarded the Victoria 
Cross on two occasions.  That man was Captain Charles 
Upham VC and Bar, from New Zealand. 

Charles Upham was born 
in Christchurch, New     
Zealand in 1908.   He  was 
educated locally and in 
early life became a sheep 
farmer. He then worked 
for the New Zealand     
Government valuing farms. 
In  1938  he    became    
engaged to Mary    
McTamney. 

When war was declared in 
September 1939, he joined 
the New Zealand army as a private soldier. In  December 
he sailed for Egypt with his unit. By July 1940 he had 
attended an officer cadet training unit and was now a 
Second Lieutenant. 

In 1941 he fought in the Battle for Crete. It is in this   
action that he won his first Victoria Cross.  The citation 
for this award makes remarkable reading. It describes 
his outstanding leadership, tactical skill and utter       
indifference to danger on numerous occasions. Extracts 
from the report state that Second Lieutenant Charles 
Upham was wounded on several occasions but despite 
this he continued to fight on. On one occasion he was 
shot at by two German soldiers. He fell and pretended 
he was dead. By now he could only use one arm. He 
rested his rifle in the fork of a tree. As the enemy       
soldiers advanced towards him, he fired on them, killing 
both.  
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old girl I once wrote about who was born without a 
back passage. Below is a report which I received from 
Dr. Muugii so if ‘anybody’ has any incontinence pads to 
donate please let me know. 

Many of you might recall the young teenage girl 
‘Khulan’ (14) who was born without a back passage 
and who has endured several unsuccessful attempts of 
surgery  to  try  to  help  her (we  provided her with 
incontinence pads).  She lost her mother about a year 
or so previously and was living with her alcoholic     
father, whom she loved and who was providing her 
care.  Due to her condition she had had to leave 
school.  Her younger brother had been taken to live 
with his auntie.  According to Dr. Muugii, the father 
went missing and was found two weeks later, dead in a 
sewer. It was thought he had fallen in and died from 
the cold.  Poor Khulan has now been taken into a child 
protection home.  Due to the strict quarantine rules 
Dr. Muugii is unable to visit her in the home, but she 
has spoken to the director of the home and hopes to 
meet with her shortly.  I told her to try to establish 
whether she has any particular needs.  Dr. Muugii is 
also going to investigate her medical notes too. 

However, on a MUCH happier note and I didn't intend 
to write about all doom and gloom at this point in 
time, our young dentist Bat-Amgalang is making great 
strides and when the social workers paid an              
unexpected visit to his home recently, they bumped 
into him on his way home from work.  They were 
amazed at how well and "happy" he was looking - very 
energised and relaxed.  One said she had never ever 
seen him looking so well and  happy.    Bataarsukh, - ex
- Boys Prison is totally into his membership of the    
Noble Volunteer Club and organised a concert recently 
for the social workers in order to thank them for all the 
Foundation has done for them to change their 
lives.  The young teenager who was suffering from 
schleroderma is now looking very fit and healthy, 
thanks to the wonderful support she has been          
receiving from a Focus Reader over the past 14 months 
- she has truly been taken care of! Finally, Duurenjargal 
the father injured in a mining accident and who is   
paralysed from the waist down is still persevering with 
his walking on parallel bars AND has even ‘converted a 
car all by himself’, which he can operate by using his 
hands only and is now working as a taxi driver,     
sometimes only earning £6.00 or so a day.  He is      
paying his friend in instalments for the car.  In addition 
to this he is making beautiful carvings too.  This is truly 
miraculous because when we met him four years ago it 
was as though he had given up on life and was unable 
to even sit up on his own.  He is also in need of        
incontinence pads. 

We are still desperate for ‘knitting wool’, the knitters 
are having to order from Amazon right now, lengths of 
fabric, cameras and binoculars, ‘incontinence pads’ 



 

They spent their honeymoon at the Fairlawn Hotel in New 
Milton. In their first few weeks of married life they lived at 
a house called “Norfolk Cottage” in Barton Common Road, 
which was the home of Upham’s sister, Mrs Home-Siedle 
who was married to a Royal Navy Officer.  By the end of 
1945 they had moved back to New Zealand. 

The New Zealand government offered Charles Upham 
£10,000, to buy a farm. This was a considerable sum of 
money at that time. Upham declined to use the money for 
himself. Instead he used it to set up an education fund for 
the children of ex-servicemen. 

Upham shunned publicity and did not seek fame or high 
office in New Zealand. 

Charles Upham obtained a war rehabilitation loan and   
despite suffering from his war wounds ran his sheep farm 
until ill health caused him to retire in 1992.  He died in  
Canterbury, New Zealand in1994. He was buried with full 
military honours in Christchurch Cathedral. 

This article was researched and written by local historian 
Nick Saunders, who is the Chairman of the Milton Heritage 
Society.  The aims of the society are to record and preserve 
the heritage and history of Milton parish. To publish      
occasional papers recording results of research. To provide 
a programme of lectures and talks on history in general 
and local history in Milton parish in particular. Anyone can 
join the MHS. The fee is £12.00.  In return you will be     
invited to talks on our local history. To join,  visit http://
miltonheritagesociety.co.uk/join-us/ or contact Steve 
West our membership secretary via                                     
secretary@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk or through me via 
nick@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk  

COMPUTER ADVICE & NEWS 

With the current situation, I am missing the many and 
varied homes and people I meet with computer       
problems needing assistance.  I have been able to help a 
few people over the phone, and a couple of clients who 
have delivered their technology to my home for the 
more serious repairs/fix! 

My adult son (44), himself in business, has suggested 
many times I should offer remote access to people’s  
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The last soldier was so close he fell onto Upham’s        
rifle.  Charles Upham was evacuated from Crete and after 
recovering from his wounds (a bullet was removed from 
his foot) he was promoted to Captain and returned to 
front line service in the Western Desert. 

In July 1942 he was in action once again. This battle was 
to win him a second Victoria Cross.    Part of the citation 
for this award reports that Upham led his men into action 
where they were engaged by an enemy strongpoint    
consisting of 4 machine guns and several tanks. Charles 
Upham destroyed a tank and several guns with grenades. 
He was shot through the elbow and his arm was           
broken.  Despite this he remained in action and            
succeeded in rescuing several of his men. He was taken, 
exhausted, to a Regimental Aid Post. Once his wounds 
were dressed, he insisted on returning to the fight.  He 
and his men came under intense enemy artillery and 
mortar fire. He was wounded once again, this time in the 
legs. He was unable to move and was captured by the 
enemy. 

Charles Upham was sent to an Italian hospital and after 
recovering his health, he went to a prisoner of war camp. 
He made several escape attempts.  These escapes caused 
the Germans to brand him as ‘Dangerous’ and he was 
sent, in October 1944, to an escape proof prison camp, 
Oflag IVC – Colditz. 

Upham remained in Colditz until it was liberated in 
1945 by American forces.  Whilst most prisoners   
elected to return to the UK as swiftly as possible, 
Upham managed to join an American unit where he 
attempted to get into action once again. 

Charles was brought to the UK in May 1945. He moved to 
New Milton where he met up with his fiancée, Molly, 
who had been serving as a nurse in Europe but was now, 
back in England. Molly and Charles were married in the 
Catholic Church in Mount Avenue on 20th of June 1945.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://miltonheritagesociety.co.uk/join-us/
http://miltonheritagesociety.co.uk/join-us/
mailto:secretary@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk
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limit.  The monthly cost of upgrading to remove the 
time limit is around £15.  The url https://zoom.us/ 
The final video conferencing product I have tried and 
well worth a try is Jitsi.org. The url to access it: 
https://meet.jit.si.  New Milton Men’s Shed meet  
regularly with this application and seems a little faster 
and easier to use than Zoom.  The other advantage is 
that you do not need a responsible host.  All the 
above work well in the Apple world as well as in the 
Android/PC world. There are other video conferencing 
applications e.g. Facetime but as I do not own any  
Apple devices I cannot confidently talk about them.  
That’s all – hope this bulletin is of some use. 
David Mason: 07851 335749, 01425 626112 
david.mason1948@gmail.com 

LETTERS & ITEMS TO THE EDITOR 

A Barton Resident : This poem (not written by me) 
might be enjoyed by a number of Focus readers of a 
certain age, as am I!!! (Thought to be by Pam Ayres) 
 
I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 

You see, we are the 'oldies' now 
We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 

They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this old 
There wasn't any Facebook 

So not everything was told. 
We may seem sweet old ladies  
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 

There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 
The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 

Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 

We didn't mind the change of pace 
Because our lives were full  
But to bury us before we're dead 
Is like a red rag to a bull! 

So here you find me stuck inside 
For 4 weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 
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computers to fix problems.  He says this would be 
more efficient than driving round visiting clients in 
New Milton and Barton – but I keep saying it is the 
personal contact that makes the job, the chat, smiling 
faces & cuppas (but maybe in the current climate I 
may have to consider his suggestions.) 

In my last bulletin (exactly 3 months ago) I suggested 
ways to speed up ageing technology using Solid State 
Devices, more memory or even replacing the       
Motherboard. – if you missed that issue drop me a 
line and I will send you copies by email. 

Web cameras on laptops and desktops have really 
come into their own in the current climate, with us 
older readers trying to keep in contact with the     
generations below (and occasionally above) us. 

I have helped a large number of Focus readers order 
web-cameras with integrated microphones for their 
PCs or even laptops.  The latter often having poor  
microphones or faulty cameras.  Sadly, the sellers are 
taking advantage of the demand and prices have 
hiked up to double (or more) the price they were    
selling for before the lockdown.  Do be careful if you 
try and order one.  I saw one advert on Amazon “out 
of stock currently but due in 30th April” and drafted an 
order for 2 of them but stopped at the checkout to do 
a final check – just as well as the delivery date was 
now listed as mid-June 2020. (Glad I checked!) 

I am more than happy to try to help people with   
technology issues and some faults are definitely     
fixable without needing to touch the computers. 

With regard to video communications, many people 
rely on ‘WhatsApp’ on their smart phones or iPads – 
great medium, its free and can even be installed on a 
PC, though with the latter no video communication is 
currently offered.  Many families create “groups”   
ensuring families stay in contact and share video clips, 
sound clips (I get both from my other Son and his 
family in Laos). 
Skype too is extremely popular now coming bundled 
with the 2016 & 365 Microsoft Office suites.  It was 
available before being purchased by Microsoft so if 
you have it already installed, you should be able to 
resurrect it with a little perseverance/password      
update or download etc. (Phone me if you get stuck.)  
As an alternative to having it installed on your      
desktop an ‘online’ version is available, this may be 
more appealing to some people.  The url: https://
www.skype.com/en/features/skype-web/ 
Zoom is probably the most popular currently with 
many organisations and groups electing to use that 
for multiple users.  As a Quaker I have joined in      
several times with our Bournemouth Coastal Area 
weekly service – the last one being joined by over 50 
worshippers.  This is also free; however for groups 
greater than 3 people the free one has a 40-minute 
max time-slot, for less than 3 users there is no time 

https://zoom.us/
https://meet.jit.si
mailto:david.mason1948@gmail.com
https://www.skype.com/en/features/skype-web/
https://www.skype.com/en/features/skype-web/
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It didn’t really bother me 
 I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no bloody flour! 

Now Netflix is just wonderful 
I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 
Or some random sexy killer. 

At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whiskey, even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 

So, let's all drink to lockdown 
To recovery and health 
And hope this bloody virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 

We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I'm not far too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates! 

______________ 

Another Barton Resident:  
A quick  note  to  say  thank  you  for  your  continued 
daily  updates  on  NewMilton.Net.   I   for  one   have 
found them very useful and  I  have   been   able   to   
tell  friends  about www.newmilton.net  

Maybe you have noticed on your daily exercise that 
in the main everybody seems to be very happy to 
walk  in the road or other appropriate avoidance 
techniques, etc.  to  avoid  close contact. Except 
youngsters who seem to be either oblivious of the 
need or "it will not get me"!! 

After NMTC closed off the car park on Becton Lane 
for Long Meadow, it is interesting to see on a daily 
basis as my wife and I walk past there is always a car 
(a different one) parked on the pavement or road! 
What do they not perhaps understand? 

And then there are the neighbours who also seem to 
think the current rules on visiting do not apply. 
Caught one family out the other day much to their 
embarrassment. 

Mind you, it could all be worse, we might have been 
living in Manchester. 

Stay safe, thank you again for your efforts which are 
very much appreciated. 

______________ 

Julian Sheppard - also from Barton:  

A great job with the on-line FOCUS and easy to use. 

I for one would be happy to receive my FOCUS this 
way all the time, especially if it saves costs. 

______________ 

A Dissatisfied Library User - New Milton: 

For many months I have been meaning to thank you 

for your NMRA Email Bulletin System.  Whilst I would-
n't be without the printed Focus which my husband 
appreciates (he's not good at screen reading) I find it 
more encouraging, or even more insistent, to read on 
the day I receive your email.  This I think is good.    

Having admitted to the above I may have missed cor-
respondence by NMRA members regarding the refur-
bishment of New Milton Library last summer.    

I was genuinely outraged to find books put up stairs 
without any disabled access to the upper floor.   Yes, a 
disabled toilet was installed which is good but it's 
right next to stairs which no wheelchair user could 
ascend.  Absolutely useless to my husband and others 
without suitable mobility who want to browse books.   

You can still see my initial comments on Google Maps, 
and I have followed up with formal complaints to HCC 
about lack of consultation.  Lots of poor correspond-
ence from HCC and I am still awaiting a response to 
my level 3 complaint before I consider forwarding cor-
respondence to the Ombudsman. 

But it's not winning a complaints issue with HCC, it's 
just getting ALL the books downstairs again. 

______________ 
 
Maureen Keates : New Milton: 
Maureen sent me a link to a Facebook page which has 
a poem with an interesting but powerful slant on the 
current Coronavirus crisis. 
This can be found at the link below:- 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/357796272337/
permalink/10157222888447338/ 

______________ 
 
From our Secretary: 
TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR REDUCING STRESS 

1. Thou shalt not be perfect, nor even try to be. 
2. Thou shalt not try to be all things to all people. 
3. Thou shalt leave things undone that ought to be 
   done. 
4. Thou shalt not spread thyself too thinly. 
5. Thou shalt learn to say 'No'. 
6. Thou shalt schedule time for thyself and thy  
 supportive network. 
7. Thou shalt switch off and do nothing, regularly. 
8. Thou shalt be boring, untidy, inelegant and un-

attractive at times. 
9. Thou shalt not even feel guilty. 
10.Especially thou shalt not be thine own worst ene-

my but be thy best friend. 
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Keep up to date with everything that is going on in New     

Milton by using the community website 

WWW.NEWMILTON.NET and  

Sign up Now for Membership of The New Milton             

Residents’ Association 

http://www.newmilton.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/357796272337/permalink/10157222888447338/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/357796272337/permalink/10157222888447338/
http://www.newmilton.net
http://www.nmra.org.uk/nmra/membership.html
http://www.nmra.org.uk/nmra/membership.html
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DO YOU WANT TO BE KEPT UP TO DATE WITH ALL THAT IS HAPPENING IN NEW MILTON 

Sign up Now for Membership of The New Milton Residents’ Association. It only costs £6.00 per annum and 

you will receive FOCUS delivered to your door each month when we return to normal.  You can also sign up for 

the NMRA  E-Mail  Bulletin  System, which  will  mean  you  will  be  amongst  the  first  to learn about any major 

announcements / developments and Special Events in our Town, get priority access to NMRA General Meetings 

and excursions and many other benefits that accrue to being a member of the largest community group in New 

Milton. 

http://www.nmra.org.uk/nmra/membership.html
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FIND THE WORDS 

SAVELIVES         PROTECT       AMBULANCE       CANCELLED      CORONA       DOCTORS 

EXERCISE     HOMEDELIVERY       HOMEDELIVERIES       HOSPITAL       KEYWORKERS 

LOCKDOWN       NHS       NIGHTINGALE       NURSES       PPE       RAINBOW       RAINBOWS 

SANITIZER       SCRUBS       SELFISOLATION       SHIELDING       SOCIALDISTANCING 

STAY AT HOME       TEDDIES       TOILETROLL       TWOMETERS       VENTILATOR       VIRUS 

VULNERABLE 

_______________________________________ 
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Hints on Pronunciation by Anon 

I take it you already know 

Of tough and bough and cough and dough? 

Others may stumble, but not you 

On hiccough, thorough, laugh and through! 

Well done! And now you wish perhaps 

To learn of more familiar traps? 

Beware of heard, a dreadful word, 

That looks like beard and sounds like bird, 

And dead: it’s said like bed, not bead, 

For Goodness’ sake, don’t call it deed! 

Watch out for meat and great and threat, 

They rhyme with suite and straight and debt. 

A moth is not a moth in mother, 

Nor both in bother, broth in brother, 

And here is not a match for there, 

Nor dear and fear for bear and pear. 

And then there’s does and rose and lose ~ 

Just look them up: and goose and choose, 

 

And cork and walk and word and ward 

And font and front and word and sword. 

And do and go and thwart and cart ~ 

Come, come, I’ve hardly made a start! 

A dreadful language? Man alive ~ 

I’d mastered it when I was five! 
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NMRA EXCURSION:   Mill at Sonning, 23rd January, 2021  

 

We are advertising this wonderful show very early this year as the Theatre trip is so popular.   As the Thea-

tre also requires a large deposit upfront for tickets, we are asking for part payment now and the remainder 

later in the year. Please read the payment instructions carefully below to secure your place. 

 

First of all, let's hear about the show itself:  in Irving Berlin's 'Top Hat' musical, we follow Jerry Travers as 

he arrives in London to appear in a stage show produced by Horace Hardwick.  But this being a musical 

comedy, things do not go according to plan and pretty soon a case of mistaken identity and romance 

sends things off course.  Handsome Travers attempts to win the heart of the lovely Dale Tremond but she 

mistakes him for Hardwick – a married man – meaning that his advances horrify her as he attempts to 

woo her.   With fantastic and well known songs such as: Puttin' On the Ritz, I'm Putting All My Eggs in One 

Basket, Isn't This a Lovely Day To Be Caught in the Rain, Top Hat White Tie and Tails, Cheek to Cheek and 

Let's Face the Music and Dance, this is sure to be an all-time winner, especially at the delightfully unique 

Mill at Sonning Theatre.   With sumptuous choreography and glamorous costumes befitting of the Mill 

Theatre, it's going to be a sure hit with our NMRA members!     

The cost of £85 per person (everything's gone up for next year) includes:  morning coffee and pastries, 

two-course lunch with hot drink, theatre seats, coach and all gratuities. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

APPLICATION FORM for SONNING 'TOP HAT', on Saturday, 23rd January, 2021  

I would like to book  ......... places @ £85 per person for this event.  I understand that 50% (i.e. £42.50 pp) 

is payable NOW and the further 50% can be by cheque post-dated to 14th November, 2020.  Both 

cheques should be made payable to New Milton Residents' Association.   

 

Name of all applicants  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Post Code …………………………………………………………….   Telephone No …………….…………………………….… 

Email Address ................................................................    If no email address, please enclose S.A.E. 

 

The likely pick up time will be about 9.15 outside Bradbeers, a Timetable will be sent nearer the date of 

the event. Places will be allocated in the order that cheques are received.  Sorry: there are no refunds for 

cancellations. 

If you have any mobility or dietary problems, please give details ……………………………………………… 

 

When completed, please send this form (or direct any queries) to: Dr. Janet Moyles 

(jan.moyles@gmail.com), 6 Mitchell Close, Barton-on-Sea, BH25 7BX: ‘phone 01425 620523. 

mailto:jan.moyles@gmail.com



